
  



Rhetorical Analysis Journal #1: Tone 
 

Passage: 
 
Tone word one: 
 
Supporting Diction (at least 5) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting choices of details (3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tone Word two: 
 
Support Diction (at least 5) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting choice of details (3) 
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Journal #2 

They carried all the emotional baggage of men who might die, Grief, terror, love, 

longing-these were intangibles, but the intangibles had their own mass and specific gravity, they 

hand tangible weight. They carried shameful memories. They carried the common secret of 

cowardice barely restrained, the instinct to run or freeze or hide, and in many respects this was 

the heaviest burden of all, for it could never be put down, it required perfect balance and perfect 

posture. They carried their reputations. They carried the soldier’s greatest fear, which was the 

fear of blushing. Men killed, and died, because they were embarrassed not to. It was what had 

brought them to the war in the first place, nothing positive, no dream of glory or honor, just to 

avoid the blush of dishonor. They died so as not to die of embarrassment. . . . It was not courage, 

exactly; the object was not valor. Rather, they were too frightened to be cowards.  

 

What is the meaning of “restrained”?  Why did he use the word restrained instead of a world like 

held or hidden?  What effect does the diction choice have on the tone? 

 

 

During which situations do people usually blush?  What is the meaning of “blushing” here? 

 

 

 

What contradictions are created in this paragraph and how are they created? 
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I remember Norman Bowker and Henry Dobbins playing checkers every evening before 

dark. It was a ritual for them. They would dig a foxhole and get the board out and play long, 

silent games as the sky went from pink to purple. The rest of us would sometimes stop by to 

watch. There was something restful about it, something orderly and reassuring. There were red 

checkers and black checkers. The playing field was laid out in a strict grid, no tunnels or 

mountains or jungles. You know where you stood. You knew the score. The pieces were out on 

the board, the enemy was visible, you could watch the tactics unfolding into larger strategy. 

There was a winner and a loser. There were rules. 

 

What is the purpose of O’Brien’s use of checkers in this paragraph? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe his use of syntax.  What patterns does he have in his sentence structure, and what effect 

is created by these patterns? 
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If it had been possible, which it wasn’t, he would have explained how his friend Kiowa 

slipped away that night beneath the dark, swampy field.  He was folded in with the war; he 

was part of the waste.  

 

What are all of the different possible meanings of the word waste?  Use a dictionary if necessary. 

 

 

 

 

Replace the word waste in the last sentence with different synonyms for the word.  Write three 

of your attempts here. Use a thesaurus if necessary.  How does each word replacement change 

the meaning and power of the sentence? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How is this night with Kiowa symbolic of what happens to all of the men in the war? 
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“Most men wear their belts low here, there being so many outstanding bellies, some big enough 

to have names of their own, and be formally introduced.  These men don't suck their guts in or 

hide them in loose shirts; they let them hang free, they pat them, they stroke them as they stand 

around and talk.” 

  

Garrison Keillor: "Home" 

 

  

What is the usual meaning of outstanding? What is the meaning here? What does this pun reveal 

about the attitude of the author toward the subject? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the second sentence again.  How would the level of formality change if we changed suck to 

pull and let them hang free to accept them? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the tone of this piece? 
 


