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 Fear 
 Self-Esteem 
 Pity 

 Vanity 
 Humor 
 Romance 

 Pride 
 Wishful thinking 
 Security 

 Etc., etc., etc.  

 

 Shared values 

 Religious beliefs 
 Shared experience 
 Patriotism 

 Shared goals 
 Common interests 
 Allusions 

 Addressing the 
opposition 

  

 Appeal to 
authority 

 Use of expert 
testimony 

 Author = expert 
 Range of quotes 

 Use of citations 
 Technical/specific 

vocabulary 

  

Remember- many strategies can be 
mixed together! 

 A metaphor is both logical (because it 
compares) and imaginative (which is 
emotional) 

 Expert testimony is usually 
logical/factual (logos) and an appeal to 
authority (ethos). 

 Appeals to common experiences- such 
as patriotism- build credibility (ethos) 
and paints a picture (Pathos). 

 Because of this “mixing” it is important 
to never describe something as an 
“appeal to pathos” (or ethos or logos). 
Be specific instead, so that you can 
examine all of the persuasive aspects! 

Rhetorical Appeals and Strategies 

 Use this list as a launching point to explain how an author has attempted to persuade you.  

Pathos 
(Appeals to Emotion and 

Imagination) 

Ethos 
(Appeals to Credibility) 

Logos 
(Appeals to Logic) 

 

 Shock Value 
 Sexuality 
 Innocence 

 Nostalgia 
 Figurative 

language  

 Envy 
 Hatred 
 Fantasy 

 Imagery 

 Use of fact 
 Definitions 
 Comparisons 

 Statistics 
 Use of quote 

 Expert testimony 
 Logical example 

 Objective 
summary 

 Common sense 

 Scientific evidence 
 


