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WAS NOT WORRIED ABOUT THE AMERI-
can education systemuntil after |
started writing a eolumn, because
that’s when I found out there are Fnglish

humoraus

bone. and teachers who assign my column as read-
dibi li ing material Tregularly get e-mails from
Credpilid iidents asking aboutmy use of anastro-

he, metonymy, thesis statements and
othér things I'Ve never heard of. To which
, I respond; “Transfer high'schools imhedi-
ately! To one that teaches Shakespeare and
Homer instead-of the insightful commen-
tary of a firstrate, unconvéntionallyhand-
some modern witlAlsordonit-do-drugs
Ican expect to be sending more of
these e-mails thanks to the Common Core
State Standards, with which public
schools are encouraged to comply by 2014.
The new-curriculumstandards dramati-
callyshiftabout halfthe nation’s high
school English reading lists toward an
emphasisonnonfiction. In a speech last
year, David:-Coleman;the new presidentof
the-Gollege-Board, who was one of the
| chief ereators.of the Common.Core,weor-
ried about students’ focusing on opinion
over analysis in their writing. ‘Asyou
grow-upinthisworld; 61 realizepeople
really don’t give.as---aboutwhat-youwfeel
orwhatyouthink;>he said-“Itistareifa
| workingenvironmentthatsomeone says,
‘Johnson,IneedamarketanalysisbhyFri-
day, butbefore thatFneedacompelling
accountofyourchildheod. ” 1 agree with
this, butenly-becauseno-wnehasever
asked me foramarketanalysis.
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writing toimprove; Il read something that
forces metothink-aboutwordsdifferent-
ly: a novel, a poem, a.George Vs BushN“::v
speech. Sure, some nonfiction is beautl wer
fully written, and nene-of Jack London’s

4 novels are,gua‘.;nc nonfictionwritercan

) teach youhow to use language Itke Wi1-

v also teaches you how to tellastory, which
“is how we express and remember nearly
everything. If you can't tell a story, you 3
willnever,everget-peopletowire youwt
funds youneed to pay the fees to get vym;u‘=s
Nigerianinheritance outof thebank.
When I asked Gene-Wilhoit;executive 8
director of theCouncilof Ghief State School
Officers—which, along with the National §
Governors Association, created the Com-
mon Core—he told me that €EOsanduni:

nonfiction. Only a small, vocal group ob-
jected. “It upset people who love literature.
That happens to be alot of high school
teachers,” Wilhoit said. Butstudentsaren’t
readingnonfictionontheirownyhe added,
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Coleman’s idea is that by reading clear,
tightly structured nonfiction, kids will
learn how to write clear, tightly struc-
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[ like“Dude, youarelike BEn”Bernank g e
m@uanntatlve Easmgj:, Teachmg lan g.g_ ?,'
A guage through nonfiction is like teaching®— ‘_"‘_"g
=S

es help

and theirhistory-class assignments tend to
beshort textbook summaries, not primary
sources. “It’s not a good trend,” he said. “I
guess it's a by-product of the media world
welive in.” Students are clearly not getting
examples of how to make a persuasive ar-
gument by, for instance, avoiding insulting
the media world thatisinterviewing them.
- if you ask me, that'safailing of
story-classes;notEnglish-Among the
nonfiction the Common Core curriculum
suggests are FedViews by the Federal Re-
serve of San Francisco. I've never read
FedViews,but] know that unlike my late-
night high school sessions helping other
kids parse “TheToveSong of | Alfred ntell ‘ﬂmﬂ"
Prufrock? nioamount of mgmc?“f‘f ”l‘? v
Viewsis going to getyou tosecond basg

School isn’t merely training for work;
it’s training to communicate throughout

let’s solilequy, we'd have to explain soul-
“torturedindecisiveness by saying thing

‘histery-by-playing Billy.Joel's“We Didn’t & E
StarttheFire” or teaching science by giv-
ingsomeoneanunmarked testtubefull
ofsludge and having him figure out if th
white powder he distilled is salt or sugar
by making Steven Baumgarten taste it,
which is hew.llearnedscience.and. hew
.-Steven Baumgarten learned-to-be more
ful about picking peopletowork
Wwith. Somethinghecould have learned
_ byreading-Othello.
1617 GUT fiation is going to make this
orriblemistake, Fddiketo get.some-
d{hmg outofit;like selling copiesof my
ook, So I asked Wilhoit if he would con-
sider including my writing in the curric-
ulum, to which he said, “It would be
interesting to take your article on a spe-
cific subject and compare and contrast it
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eladively;  tured nonfiction, hopefully without hit- to another author writing about the same
Newbrg| = ting Reply All. And indeed, the first time subject. That would be ideal. We will usec 10
fashion | 1writeinanew format—travel essay, it. I promise you.” Nowljusthaveto.find°¢ -
before | screenplay,apology e-mail—Iread a anotherwriterwhohaswrittena compelmcgkes
parsi “3 df&ﬁunch of examples. But ‘whenIwant my lingaceountofmy.childhood. B ']‘Z:abk
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Parpf?ﬁe: To re-emphasize bhe notion Ghat herabure
dots have value in ouc day - do-day lives as coell
as in the classroom.

Rudience 40 Efnofcqée&; carzfrc;gocusd | belreve in educadion
retorc Y pfopenen Commem Core/ ,4mcr-a'co.o7

Qituabion: America 15 in a stabe of upheaval /n EJucqzﬁ'%-
policy refoem 15 running rampand wigh -
increasing emphasis on STEM <lasses ~The g uestion

has become how can "-Enﬁlfsf«& ¢ lasses Suppoct STEM
raghec than bein f‘eﬁpec_z‘;e:] on 65 own mer-,’t/:

“Common Core Stondards wasfm/“‘\focus shift £rom
Ciion bo non - fiction ; mebivited by a sense of daéy

Tone: Passfmqéely Sacdonic i

Aubhor: Educated individual whe has recped the bepefids
of having leamed Getion in scheol; assumes audrence
has receved a similar education 1 Educa bional backj round
inCluences his bias

Synthesis: Tn a bime tohen Americas educadiona] fecus hos
put more value inbo non-fiction Vlles fickion in Enalish
Classes as o result oF Gompron Cere , Journalis Jeel SééZn
wntes & F?CLSSIGWCL(.{E/}/ Sacdonic column o rE‘CmphO\Sr'te,
the nobion dhat hderabure does hove Walue in our day -do -
ves as well as in Be classpom. His prose i dicected mfaﬁ
well -educated, caccer focused individuels skepbical - L Heraduces

true value.




