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Vocabulary and Diction Study

1. Devastating (line 4)
Sentence in context: My mother, then in her forties, had twin boys that spring—premature, and in pre-Medicare times you can imagine the devastating costs for their care.

Words/ideas around “devastating” that help me figure out the meaning—Premature babies are very expensive, so the costs must be very high.  The costs could make them poor.

What I think “devastating” means—a situation or thing that might ruin something else
The dictionary definition of “devastating”—laying waste; destroying; overwhelming


2. Brutal (line 14)
Sentence in context: __________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

Words/ideas around “brutal” that help me figure out the meaning—____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

What I think “brutal” means—__________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

The dictionary definition of “brutal”—___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________


3. Isolated (line 15)
Sentence in context: __________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

Words/ideas around “isolated” that help me figure out the meaning—___________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

What I think “isolated” means—________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

The dictionary definition of “isolated”—__________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________


4. Bleak (line 17)
Sentence in context: __________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

Words/ideas around “bleak” that help me figure out the meaning—_____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

What I think “bleak” means—__________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

The dictionary definition of “bleak”—____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

5. Frivolous (line 36)
Sentence in context: __________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

Words/ideas around “frivolous” that help me figure out the meaning—__________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

What I think “frivolous” means—_______________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

The dictionary definition of “frivolous”—_________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

6. Gullibility (line 37)
Sentence in context: __________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

Words/ideas around “gullibility” that help me figure out the meaning—_________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

What I think “gullibility” means—_______________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

The dictionary definition of “gullibility”—________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
7. Charity (line 37)
Sentence in context: __________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

Words/ideas around “charity” that help me figure out the meaning—____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

What I think “charity” means—_________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

The dictionary definition of “charity”—___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

8. Abundantly (line 51)
Sentence in context: __________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

Words/ideas around “abundantly” that help me figure out the meaning—________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

What I think “abundantly” means—______________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

The dictionary definition of “abundantly”—_______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________


Which of the words in the list above BEST reveals the main idea of the essay?


Explain your answer:
