NEWS Citizen Rhetor Rubric
	Element
	4
	5-6
	7-8
	9-10

	Argument
	· Student has not identified the author’s argument
	· Student has articulated author’s argument in an unclear or confusing manner
	· Student has articulated author’s argument in a clear manner
	· Student has articulated author’s argument in a clear and sophisticated manner

	Summary
	· Student has not summarized the article
	· Student has summarized some of the major points of the article, but something is missing
	· Student has summarized most major points of the article
	· Student has summarized all major points of the article in a manner that is complex, sophisticated, and interesting.

	Audience
	· Student has not made an attempt to identify the author’s intended audience
	· The audience is be identified by such vague terms as students, America, or people of the world, etc.
	· The audience is identified by their unifying characteristics 
	· The audience is identified by their unifying characteristics and are explained in detail

	Author/ Connections
	· Student has not identified author bias OR has not made connections to research project/other sources
	· Student’s discussion of author bias OR article connections is brief and underdeveloped
	· Student’s discussion of author bias OR article connections is adequate and complete
	· Students discussion of author bias OR article connections is thorough and thoughtful

	MLA Format
	· Student has made 5+ errors in MLA format/citation
	· Student has made 3-4 errors in MLA format/citation
	· Student has made 1-2 errors in MLA format/citation
	· Student has made no errors in MLA format/citation
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